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Caliphs, and became an independent kingdom under the
Aglabites. The Taherites, SofFarides, and Samanides in
turn reigned in Khorassan, and Syria and Egypt were
usurped by Turkish slaves. In A.D. 933 the throne of
Persia was usurped by the Bowides, and in A.D. 936
Moez al Dowlat deposed the last Abbaside Caliph, whose
successors reigned merely as pontiffs, with as little real
power as was possessed by the titular Mikados, during
the supremacy of the military dynasty of the Shoguns in
Japan,
In the middle of the tenth century, the Byzantine
emperors Nicephorus and Zimisces revenged upon the
prostrate Arabs their sieges of Constantinople, and ex-
pelled the Saracen princes from many of the most
famous cities of Asia, from Antioch, once its capital, and
from the venerable Damascus. But the tide rolled back,
and though the Abbaside dynasty at Bagdad had fallen
for ever, the Muhammadans remained masters of the
East ; and as early as A.D. 840, by intervening in the
domestic discords of Southern Italy, had obtained a foot-
ing on the coast of Calabria, and were firmly established
in Sicily, from which island they were not expelled till
A.D. 1038 by the Normans, who, like themselves, had
settled on the confines in Italy of the Western, and of
what yet remained to the Eastern Empire, and subse-
quently recovered Malta, and temporarily broke the
Muhammadan power upon the opposite coast of Africa,
which, however, exercises our statesmen to this present
day.
About the time of the birth of Muhammad, the Turks
first burst upon an astonished world from their recesses
behind its roof, the high mountains in the centre of Asia,
and established themselves as the rulers of Tartary,
where they worshipped the genius of air and earth, of
fire and water, 'much as the Shintoists do to-day in